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THE 

RISE     and     FALL 

Of  the  late  Projected 

EXCISE,  &c. 

HEN  the  Mind  is  once 
heated,  and  the  Paffions 
inflamed,  'tis  fome  Time 
before  the  Maxims  of 
Reafon  can  meet  with  a 
proper  Regard.  The 
late  Scheme  for  collec- 
ting the  Duties  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco 
being  entireJy  at  an  End,  we  may  no^y 
'tis  to  be  hoped,  calmly  fpeculate  upon 
it,  as  a  Matter  of  an  indifferent  Natufe. 
The  Bill  for  this  Purpofe  having  been 
once  laid  afide  in  Parliament,  this  would 
prove  an  additional  Obftruclion  to  it, 
A  2  and 
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and  muft  confirm  the  Rejblutton  of  thole 
who  were  once  for  it,  never  to  attempt 
it  a  fecond  'time.  Had  they  intended  to 
carry  this  Scheme  into  Execution,  after 
it  was  known  how  many  People  were 
againlt  it,  no  doubt  it  would  have  been 
purfued  when  the  Bill  was  before  the 
Houfe,  and  not  brought  in  again  loaded 
with  the  frelh  Objedion  of  having  been 
already  dropt.  The  Gentlemen,  who 
have  been  fo  deeply  ccnfured  upon  Ac- 
count of  this  Defign,  are  of  all  Mankind 
leafi  likely  to  bring  it  again  upon  the 
Carpet.  They  wefl  know  that  the  leafi 
Tendency  towards  it  would  create  imme- 
diate Jealoulies  among  the  deluded  Peo- 
ple, and  raife  freih  Alarms  in  the  King- 
dom. Perfons  that  entertain  a  favour- 
able Opinion  of  the  Defign,  will  think 
the  Gentlemen  who  lately  appeared 
for  it,  have  fufficiently  exerted  them- 
felves,  and  run  Hazard  enough  in  its 
Favour.  They  who  are  really  dif- 
plcafed  with  it,  will  have  no  Defire  to 
fee  it  revived.  All  Apprehenfions  there- 
fore of  Danger  from  the  Gentlemen  now 
in  Power,  are  undoubtedly  at  an  End. 
Befides  the  moft  exprefs  2iV)Ap()//tive  ^Ju- 
ranceSXo  this  Purpole,  we  may  be  con- 
vinced of  it  from  the  Nature  of  Things. 
.     ..  The 
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The  Scheme  itfelf,  and  the  Advanta* 
ges  or  Inconveniencies  of  it  being  entire-' 
ly  oveTy  it  only  remains  to  enquire,  ^who 
are  entitled  to  omi  Refentments^  {i^  2iVYy 
mull  be  exprefs'd  upon  the  Occafion) 
thofe  Gentlemen  who  propcfed  this  Scheme 
for  preventing  Frauds,  or  thole  who,  for 
the  Sake  of  Oppojfthn^  would  fufier  thole 
Frauds  to  continue  ftilL 

In  order  to  pafs  a  righteous  Judgment, 
and  give  our  Approbation  to  the  proper 
Perfons,  it  feems  neceffary  to  enquire  in- 
to the  true  Defign  and  Nature  of  the  late 
Scheme.  The  real  Foundation  upon 
which  the  Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeded, was  this,  and  no  other ;  they 
believed  it  both  reafonabJe  and  beneficial 
to  tal<.e  off  the  heawft  of  the  Duties  we 
now  lie  under,  if  this  could  be  done, 
fwithout  laying  a  neuo  Tax,  meerly  by 
collecting  the  proper  Duties  upon  Wine 
and  Tobacco  already  paid  by  the  Peop^ 
in  the  Price,  while  the  Publkk  is  greatly 
defrauded. 

The  Nation  confefledly  fuffers  very 
largely  by  many  confiderable  Frauds  in 
the  Duties  upon  Wine  and  fobacco.  The 

^  general 


general  and  loofe  Examhiat'ion  thefe 
Goods  pals  under  at  the  Cufiom-Houfey 
often  in  a  great  Hurry,  when  a  large 
Fleet  arrives  at  the  fame  time,  has  by  no 
Means  proved  an  effectual  Method  to 
collecl  the  whole  Duty  upon  them. 
Length  of  Time,  and  repeated  Experi- 
ments, have  introduced  various  Practices 
injurious  to  the  Publick,  which  are  now 
carried  on  there  with  great  Skill  and  Dex- 
terity. The  Frauds  and  Ahufes  that  do 
already  appear  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
them,  are  very  extenjlve  and  important. 
How  many  other  Frauds,  that  from  the 
'Nature  of  them,  which  is  to  lie  deep  and 
■cJofe^  muft  have  efcaped  the  Notice  of  a 
puMich  Committee,  'tis  impoflible  to  fay ; 
but  fure  they  muft  be  very  numerous, 
that  Gentlemen,  not  at  all  converfantin 
fuch  unjuft  Practices,  Ihould  in  the  ihort 
Time  allotted  to  their  Inquiry,  be  able 
to  bring  fo  many  of  them  to  Light,  fuch 
as,  The  Frauds  committed  at  the  Impor- 
tation of  Tobacco,  by  fetting  down  in 
the  Land-waiter's  Book,  by  which  the 
Duty  is  computed  and  paid,  lefs  Weight 
than  the  fevcral  Hoglheads  do  really 
weigh,  even  to  the  gaining  above  Thirty 
Thoufand  Pounds  Weight  Duty-free  in 

one 
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one  Ship.  The  Frauds  at  Exportation^  by 
fhipping  corrupt  or  damaged  Tobacco,  or 
Tobacco  mix'd  with  Dirt,  Rubbilli,  and 
Sand,  by  fhipping  Stalks  alone,  and  thus 
gaining  from  the  Publick  an  unfair 
Drawback  ;  efpecially  by  endorfing  on 
the  Back  of  their  Cockets  greater 
Weights  than  the  Hcglheads  adually 
contain,  and  this  to  a  very  large  Amount. 
Thus  doubly  defrauding  the  Nation,  by 
Jhort  fVeights  at  the  Entry ^  and  over 
Weights  at  the  Exportation  ;  as  aHo  by 
running  Tobacco,  by  relanding  it,  by 
that  Complication  of  Ffi:?^^^ and  Perjury y 
the  difcharging  old  Bonds  by  ne'w  Im- 
port ations^  and  by  feveral  other  Me- 
thods of  Cheating;  all  which  appear  in 
the  Report  upon  proper  and  fubflantial 
Evidence  ;  and  to  all  which  the  late 
Scheme  was  intended  as  the  mofi  and  in- 
deed o?ily  effeclual  Cure. 

'Tis'  the  fame  with  refpeci  to  the  o- 
ther  Commodity.  Many  Cargoes  oireal 
Wine  are  run  upon  all  the  Coafts  of  ^v- 
tain^  and  vafl  ^^lantities  of  fomething 
called  Hine^  breuoed  by  Coopers  and 
Vintners,  both  which  they  fell  at  the 
current  Price ^  though  no  Duty  was  paid 
for  them. 

B  Tis 
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*Tis,  I  know,  fometimes  pretended 
there  are  few  or  no  Frauds  committed, 
and  of  Courfe  the  Publick  could  gain 
but  little  by  the  preventing  of  them. 
The  Misfortune  of  this  Pretence  is,  that 
with  refpedt:  to  I'obacco^  no  Perfon  who 
enjoys  his  Senfes  can  poflibly  give  Credit 
to  it  after  what  had  palTed  in  Parliament, 
and  what  has  been  fo  fully  ftated  in  the 
Report ;  and  with  refped  to  Wine^  is 
there  a  Man  in  England  who  believes  that 
halfai  the  common  Draught  of  T'averns 
is  really  f^fine  F  Or  that  the  wretched 
Stuff  we  meet  with  in  all  Country  Inns^ 
ever  paid  Duty  at  the  Cuflom-Houfe  ? 
And  of  what  is  genuine  Wine,  how 
large  a  Part  is  run  by  Smuglers,  'tis  not 
cafy  to  determine. 

What  a  noble  Relief  from  other 
Taxes  did  it  fairly  promife,  if  the 
Duty  that  is  received  by  the  Dealers 
for  all  x\i\s  fraudulent  Tobacco,  and  all 
this  fa^i thus  ov  run  Wine  was  honeftly 
paid  to  the  Publick  ?  The  Frauds  that 
are  already  knov/n,  befides  what  are 
committed  in  dark  Receffes,  and  in  Ways 
yet  undifcovered,  are  lufficient  to  con- 
vince every  reaibnable  Man,   what  n^alt 

Savings 
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Savings  might  h  \^e  been  made  to  the  Na- 
tl  »n,   haJ  thele  cheating   Methods    been 
p)  evented.  1  his  is  confirmed  in  an  authen- 
tick  Piece  pnblifhed  by  Francklin  himlelf, 
where   the  Member  of  Parliament^  who 
is  laid  to  m:rite  the   Letter,  endeavours 
to  prove,  that  the  extending  the  Excile- 
Laws  to  Wine  and  Tobacco  would  have 
been  deftrnBive  of  Parliament^  and  fatal 
to  the  Conil:itution  ;  d-ftroyed^  fays  he, 
the  very  Being  of  Parliaments-^  by  raifing 
fo  much  Money,   (  he  names  Five  Hun- 
dred 7  hoiijand  Pounds)  the  King  would 
have   had   no  Occafion  to  call  a  Parlia- 
ment.    Unfortunately  indeed  for  his  Ar- 
gument, the  Profits  that  would  have  ari- 
fen  from  the  propofed  Method  of  collec- 
ting thefe  Duties  were  no  Pa^rt  of  the 
Civil  Z///,    but  to  be  applied  by  Parlia- 
ment •   and  the  prefent  Cuftoms  might  as 
well  be  illegally  feized  for  the  Purpofes 
of  Arbitrary  Power,  as   any  Increale  of 
them.     However,   here   is  a  plain  Con- 
feflion  of  this  important  Truth,  that  the 
propofed  Method  of  coUecling  thefe  Du- 
ties would  undoubtedly  have  raifed  irreat 
Sums  for  the  Service  of  thePublick.    The 
Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  were  of  the  fame 
Opinion  as    to    the  Produce  of  it,  being 
perfuaded.as  all  Mankind  muft  be,  that 
B  a  the 
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the  Prevention  of  thefe  extefi/J've  Frauds 
upon  both  Commodities  muft  have  been 
attended  with  that  good  EfFed. 

This  Increafe  of  the  Revenue  would 
have  given  effectual  Relief  \x^iMz\i  T'axes 
as  ftould  arpear  to  the  Legiflature 
moft  unequal^  or  mofi  heav\L  The  ve- 
ry firft  Jlppearance  of  this  Scheme  looks 
JQ  agreeable^  that  it  is  no  Wonder  Gen- 
tlemen, >vho  wifhed  well  to  their  Coun- 
try, ihould  be  pkafed  with  it.  It  feems 
iorea fori  able  in  itfelf  to  demand  the  fax- 
es from  thofe  who  conliantly  receive 
them,  and  this  Increafe  of  the  Revenue 
would  have  been  fo  ufefnl  to  the  Pub- 
Vicky  that  a  Scheme  built  upon  this  Foun- 
dation muft  have  an  inviting  Alped:. 
Bat  luppofing  it  pofTible  they  might  be 
rniftaken  in  their  Opinion  (Gentlemen 
on  the  other  Side  are  equally  fallible) 
yet  furely  the  endeavouring,  to  levy  the 
whole  Duty  upon  thefe  Foreign  Co?nmo- 
diticSy  which  may  be  properly  confider'd 
as  Articles  of  Luxury  ;  an  Attempt  to 
prevent  injurious  and  fraudulent  Practices 
in  order  to  give  Relief  from  'faxes  that 
are  felt  moikfevere^  is  highly  commen- 
dable. Had  other  Perfons  proved  fuch 
Frauds y  and  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Mmt- 

nljlratton 
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nijlration  -oppofed  any  Remedy  offered, 
without  endeavouring  to  make  it  prac- 
ticable, their  CondtS,  I  am  lure,  would 
have  been  Joudly  cenfured,  and  themfelves 
accufed  of  dividing  the  Spoil.  Men  in 
Power  mie;ht  have  found  great  Advanta- 
ges in  conniving  at  thele  fraudulent  Prac- 
tices, while  the  endeavouring  to  prevent 
them,  as  it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  would 
expofe  them  to  the  Rage  of  thofe  who 
were  Gainers  by  them,  and  all  others 
"fthom  they  could  influence. 

Their  Interefi  and  their  Eafe  lay  on 
the  other  Side  the  Queilion,  but  the 
Friends  to  the  Bill  chole  the  moft  trou- 
blefome,  becaufe  they  thought  it  moft 
beneficial  to  their  Country. 

For  it  was  confidered,  that  the  Land- 
ed Intereft,  after  having  contributed  fo 
many  Millions,  was  juflly  entitled  to 
iome  Relief  from  a  Tax  fo  heavy  in  it- 
felf,  and  fo  unequally  laid  in  different 
Counties,  and  too  often  ftriftly  levied 
upon  thofe  who  are  leaft  able  to  pay  it. 

_  How  many  Country  Gentlemen,  of  an- 
cient and  honourable  Birth,  from  One 
Hundred  to  a  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Jn-^ 


num^ 
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ntim^  unwilling  to  live  below  their  Rank, 
and  obli2;ed  to  charge  their  Eltates  for 
younger  Children,  diftreffed  at  the  fame 
Time  with  the  heavy  Weight  of  a  con- 
ftant  Land-Tax,  have  feen  themfelves 
and  Families  reduced  to  tie  loweft  Ebb  ? 
Nay,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  Revolu- 
tion Intereft  and  the  prefent  Eftablifh- 
ment  have  loft  fome  of  its  Landed 
Friends,  who  merely  from  the  PrclTures 
of  the  Land-Tax  have  been  induced  to 
join  with  modern  Patriots  and  Jacobites, 
Such  Perfons  therefore,  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Publick  as  well  as  themfelves, 
called  aloud  for  fome  Relief.  And  no 
Relief  could  be  more  properly  given, 
than  by  preventing  Frauds  in  thofe  who 
contribute    nothing  to  the  Land-Tax, 

The  Clergy  alfo,  feveral  Thoufands 
of.  whom  hold  Livings  under  Fifty 
Pounds  ^^r  Jinnum^  as  Gentler?]efi  of  a 
liberal  Education^  and  who  arey?/^^^^  to 
feveral  other  Taxations^  were  conlidered 
as  proper  Objefts  of  Regard,  and  muft 
have  received  confidcrablc  Eafe  in  their 
Taxes,  had  the  late  De/ign  been  carried 
into  Execution, 


It 
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It  was  hoped  to,  that  it"  this  Schi^me 
had  lucceeded,  it  might  in  Time  have 
contributed  to  leflcn  or  remove  lome 
other  Taxes  which  lye  heavy  upon 'the 
Poor :  And  therefore  thefe  Gentlemen 
alio  thought  it  extremely  hard,  that 
the  mechanicat  and  laboiirhig  Part  of 
the  Kingdom,  (whilft  thoje  who  com- 
mit Frauds,  efcape  Taxes)  fhould  pay 
a  Tax  upon  Soap  and  Candles^  for 
which,  with  a  Duty  upon  Leather^ 
(all  collected  by  an  Exc'tfe)  they  are  in- 
debted to  that  uniform  and  upright 
Statefman,  who  has  now  oppofed  their 
Relief  hy  an  In/a/id  Duty  upon  Forergn 
Commodities,  under  a  Law  vaftly  more 
favourable  to  the  Trader,  than  That  his 
Adminiftration  laid  upon  the  Kecejfaries 
of  Life,  Neceflaries  of  our  own  Manu- 
fa^ure ;  who,  becaufe  he  was  the  Au- 
thor of  laying  thofe  Taxes  on,  has  now 
artfully  mifreprelented  andunjuftly  load- 
ed the  Means  to  take  them  off  'Tisim- 
poffible  to  miftakc  the  Man,  that  pious 
Patriot,  who  had  the  lame  Reii^arQ  fox 
Religion  when  he  cried  out  the  Danger 
of  the  Church^3.s  he  has  for  Liberty^  when 
he  exclaims  againft  eafmg  th.e  Subjecl  by 
preventing  Frauds. 

But 
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But  as  vafi:  Sums  of  Money  are  by  the 
prefent  Manner  of  colleding  Joft  to  the 
Pubhck,.  i.  e.  to  e^ery  Individual  who 
piiy?  otheV  Taxes,  it  was  thought  by  Gen- 
tlemen, who  wifhed  to  prevent  Frauds, 
that  if  thefe  Duties  wqxq  fairly  paid  by 
Pei  fons  who  always  exa^  them  from  their 
O'.jiomers^  it  would  yield  effeclual  Relief 
from  Taxes  that  are  felt  moft  heavy,  and 
might  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  be 
employed  as  an  ufeful  Means  to  take  off 
the  Excile  from  fome  of  the  Necejfaries 
of  Life,  by  placing  it  upon  the  Super- 
Jluities\  and  thus  eafe  x\\t  poorer  Sort  of 
the  People,  by  taxing  the  "Wealthier, 

The  Gentlemen  for  the  Bill,  fenfible 
that  the  Methods  at  the  Cudom-Houfe^ 
where  many  Ships  come  in  at  once,  were 
too  loofe  and  general,  and  vaft  Frauds 
committed  in  that  iVay  of  coUeding  the 
Duty,  imagined  it  would  be  advantage'" 
ms  to  the  Publich^  and  oould  not  be  im- 
proper  in  itfelfto  put  thefe  Foreign  Com- 
modities under  a  7?iore  particular  In/pec- 
tion  in  M^arehoufes^  ana   Places  of  Sale^ 

OKLY. 

Their  Defirc  to  do  the  Nation  Juftice, 
induced  them  to  think  it  could  be  no 
unreafonahle  Step  to  follovj  thole  open 

Dclin- 
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Delinquents  the  Smugglers  into  the  i?6"- 
pofttor'ies  of  their  run  Goods  ;  nor  did  it 
appear  to  them  any  Breach  of  Engli/b  Li- 
berty to  attend  the  Sellers  of  fraudulent 
7'obaccOy  and  the  fFwe  -  Brei2jer ^  in 
thofe  Vaults  and  Cellars  {for  no  Houfe 
nxias  to  he  entered)  where  his  Com-pofi- 
t'tons^  frequently  VJi^holJome^  always 
fraudulent^  were  clandeftinely  made  ; 
that  under  fuch  an  Infpcction  they  might 
be  charged  with  that  Duty  for  the  Pub 
lick,  which  they  conflantiy  cxacl  from 
their  Fellow-Subjecls.  They  imagined 
thefe  injurious  Dealers  might  properly  e 
nough  bellibjeft  ^.oxhft  fafne  LaiD,  which 
the  honejl  Bre-vjer  of  true  Engl'jjh  Beer  is 
continually  under,  'Without  any  great 
'trouble  to  hhnfelf  Danger  to  Liberty^  or 
Inconvenience  to  the  Nation, 

Under  this  Opinion,  that  a  more  par^ 
ticular  InfpcHion  would  be  mofi:  Wkely 
to  prevent  nnjuii  PraoliceSy  a  Scheme 
was  fiirly  propo/ed^  propofed  to  the  Par-- 
J'lament^  fubjeB  to  their  Amendment^  or 
to  be  changed  for  any  other  that  would 
prevent  the  acknowledged  Frauds 

This  was  the  fingle  Point  aimed  at  by 

the  Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  •  it  was  in- 

G  different 
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different  to  them  by  what  Method  the 
Publick  gciincd  the  propofed  Advan- 
tage ;  they  cr.ly  endeavoured  to  fix 
,upon  the  moll  conducive  to  that  Pur- 
pole.  So  far  from  defiring  to  lay  their 
Countrymen  under  Hardfhips,  or  fix  up- 
on them  the  Calamities  they  have  been 
taught  to  annex  to  the  Word  Excife  \ 
So  far  from  this,  the  Bill  itfelf,  exprej- 
ly  removes  the  greateft  Inconven'tenc'tes 
that  are  complained  of  in  the  pfefent 
La^ws  of  Ex  c'tje^2^\\'\  \\OM\di  have  under- 
gone in  the  ConiJinttee  any  Alterations 
confiftent  with  the  publick  Intereft.  So 
that  this  Bill,  fo  much  exclaimed  againft, 
eafed  the  ^dchoJe  Excifc  Lauo  in  feveral 
Particulars;  and  by  levying  the  juft  ©un- 
ties upon  foreign  Commodities,  it  might 
in  Time  have  taken  off  the  Exc/fe  en- 
tirely from  'Necejjar'ies  of  Home-Pro- 
duclion. 

This  was  the  whole  Defign  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen for  the  Bill,  who  wcxtonly  delirous 
of  feeing  y.'i^^Vf^  done  to  the  Publick,  that 
they  might  eafe  their  Fellovv^-Subjeds  of 
fome  heavy  Taxes  ;  in  what  Manner 
this  was  done  was  to  them  indifferent, 
either  in  that  proposed  by    thcmlelves 

or 
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Oi   in  any  other,  the  moll  cffcclual  was 
to  them  the    moil  agreeable. 

'Twas  one  valuable  Recommendation  of 
the  Bill  they  brought  in,  that  it  was 
calculated  J  by  IclTening  the  Number 
of  Oaths,  to  frcccnt  Perjury  ;  which 
nothing  has  more  promoted  than  the 
frequent  and  common  Ufe  of  them.  Any 
Man  who  confiders  that  the  Life  and 
Property  of  every  Subjed  in  England 
depends  upon  the  Regard  that  is  had 
to  an  Oathy  will  think  this  a  Matter  of 
great  Importance.  For  if  it  fhall  ever 
happen,  (as  there  leems  too  great  Ten- 
dency towards  it)  that  the  People  in 
general  fhall  pay  little  or  no  Regard  to 
a  folemn  Appeal  to  their  Maker,  'tis 
eafy  to  foreiee  that  Injuftice  and  Wick- 
ed nels  mult  loon  triumph  and  defy  the 
publick  Juftice  of  the  Kingdom.  'Twas 
therefore  a  valuable  Advantage,  that 
this  Bill  greatly  lejfcned  the  Number 
of  Oaths  both  at  the  Exci/e-Officej  as 
it  relie^oed  the  Trader  from /wear /ng  to 
his  Qwn  Books  ;  and  at  the  Cujtom^ 
Houfe^  as  it  lodged  the  Commodities  in 
publick  Tl'arehoufes^  and  lb  prevented 
much  Per  jury  in  fwearing  to  the  Ide?i^ 
tity  of  Goods  imported  and  exported. 

C  2  The 
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The  very  fme  this  Bill  was  hrought 
into  the   Houfe^  when  the  Profpect  of 
a  new  Eiedion  was  fo  near,  is  one  Proof, 
among    many  others,  that  the  Gentle- 
men for   it,  foJely  intended  the  Service 
of  the   Publick  ;    and  hoped,   by  ^r^- 
've/?t//?g grok  Ahuf.s^  and  thereby  eaftng 
fomc  heavy  Taxes^  to  gain  the  Fa'vour 
of  their  Country.     Unconcerned  Specla- 
tors  of  great  fllfckm  and  I??jpartiality 
are  firmly   of  Opinion,    that  this  De~ 
ffgn  of  honefl  Popularity  was  their  great-- 
eji  Crime  J  and   in  Truth   gave  Rife  to 
the  Oppofition.     The  Incnn'veniencies  of 
the    Bill  might    eafily    have   been    oh- 
^jiated  in  a  Co??mnttee  •   but   their  Op- 
ponents^ who   in  Cafes  the    moji  unex- 
ceptionable difcovcr  the  fafne  Spirit  of 
meer  Oppofition,   could    by  no    Means 
allow  them  to  gain   the  Favour  of  the 
People.      If  we  confider  the    Methods 
of  Oppofition  employed    upon  this   Oc- 
eafion,  the  Principles  from  which  they 
proceeded  appear   but  too  plain. 

It  was  neceffary  in  the  firft  Place  to 
fpread  z  gcneralli^uor^  and  thus  to  in- 
Jiame  and  inter  eft  the  whole  Body  of  the 
People,     With  this  View,  no  Pains  were 
Ipared,  no  Arts  omitted  to  affright  the  Na- 
tion 
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tion  with  the  ilrange  groundless  Ter- 
ror of  a  General  Exc'ife,  They  knew 
fall  well,  that  fcarce  a  Man  in  England 
not  an  immediate  Gainer  by  defrauding 
the  Revenue,  but  would  be  pleaied 
with  railing  the  juft  Duties  upon  the 
Commodities  under  Confideration,  had 
he  believed,  what  was  really  the  Cafe, 
that  there  was  not  the  Jetift  Intention  to 
extend  the  Excife  farther.  But  Ibch  a 
Periliafion,  how  juft  focvcr,  would  not 
anfwer  the  Purpoles  of  certain  Gentle^ 
men^  and  therefore  every  Artifice  w^as 
employed  to  fug,2;cft  farther  Defigns. 
Every  Article  of  Life  was  reprefcnted 
as  coming  under  an  Excife;  nay,  the 
Land  itfelf,  ridiculous  as  it  feems,  was 
to  be  vifited  by  Excifemen  and  regular- 
ly  gauged  ! 

All  Perfons  who  gained  by  cheating 
the  Publick  (no  inconfderable  Number 
of  Men)  with  great  Induftry  propaga^ 
ted  the  Faljehood.  Perfons  who  were 
any  ways  difobliged  or  dilappointed, 
embraced  this  Opportunity  to  expreis 
their  Refentment.  To  thefc  muft  be 
added,  fuch  as  hoped  to  be  Gainers  by 
a  Change  of  Hands  :  But  above  all,  the 
Jacobites  and  their  Friends,  who,it  is  laid, 

at 
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ai  firfl:  applauded  the  Scheme  as  an  nfeful 
Piece  of  Juftice,  when  they  obferved  fome 
Difcontent  was  railed  in  the  Kingdom, 
immediately  turned  about  and  exclaimed 
aloud  againft  the  imaginary  Projed  of 
a  General  Excife.  Contrary  to  their  own 
genuine  Principles  they  declared  for  Lt- 
herty^  in  order  to  gain  the  Favour  of 
the  People,  and  more  efFeciiually  oppofe 
thofe  whom  they  have  always  found  the 
greateft  Obftacle  to  their  ruinous  De- 
figns.  Gentlemen^  who  had  V'tcvos  of 
getting  into  Po'wer,  encouraged  the  Cla- 
mour^ and  furniiht  a  continual  Supply  of 
Scandal  in  Support  of  it  :  An  Inftance, 
we  fee,  that  a  Nation  may  be  deprived 
of  a  real  Advantage  meerly  by  imagi- 
nary Fears. 

The  Methods  employed  to  fix  thefe 
terrible  ImpreOlons,  plainly  fliow  there 
was  tio  real  Foundation  for  them. 
Far  from  having  the  leaft  Shadow  ofTruth 
on  their  Side,  the  Contrary  was  very 
evident.  It  was  an  exprefs  Part  of  the 
Scheme  to  re/?iove  the  chief  Incotroeni-' 
enc'tes^  and  it  would  have  lefjhned  the 
Extent  of  the  Excife.  To  fupport  this 
ufefid  Notion  of  a  General  Excife^  there 
was  Nothing  offered  by  the  Inventors  of 

it. 
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It,  but  bold  Affertions,  which  w^x^flrong" 
ly  ajfiftned  and  vigoroufly  propagated  by 
thole  who  found  it  tiecejjary  to  form  a 
pouoerfal  Party.  Not  the  leait  preten- 
ded Proof  of  their  Affertions-  when  wc 
called  for  an  Argument^  they  repeated 
^  Song.,  and  to  enforce  this  produced  a 
Piuiure, 

It  had  been  f"tme  enop.gh  to  raife 
Alarms  when  they  found  the  leaft  Ten- 
dency towards  a  Defign  to  excifc  any 
Part  of  our  Food^  or  enter  any  private 
Houfe  ;  but  it  was  by  much  too  foon 
for  thefe  Alarms,  when  it  was  certain 
there  w^as  no  other  Intention  but  to  re^ 
gaJate  the  Duty  upon  t'wo  foreign  Com^ 
modities  :  To  regulate  this  Duty  in 
Xht  fame  Way.,  except  in  fome  Circum- 
ftances  more  cafy  to  the  Trader,  as  had 
been  tried  with  univcrfal  Approbation 
and  great  Succefs  upon  other  Articles. 
Coffee  and  Chocolate  it  was  found  by 
Experience  produced  very  little  while 
the  Duty  upon  them  was  paid  at  the 
Cuftom-Houfe  ;  whereas,  meerly  by 
changing  the  Manner  of  collet tng  the 
fame  Duty,  many  Thouland  Pounds  a 
Year  were  gained  to  the  Publick.  An 
Attempt   to  introduce  the   like  advan- 

tagious 
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tagiois  Regulation  of  the  Duties  already 
laid  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco,  where 
the  Frauds  are  fo  notorious,  and  the 
Gain  to  thePublick  muftof  Courfe  have 
been  lb  confiderable,  cannot  with  the 
leaft  Shadow  of  Juftice  be  loaded  with 
the  Imputation  of  a  General  Excifc  ; 
which  Complaint  was  never  heard  of 
when  a  more  rigorous  Collection  was 
appointed  for  Coffee  and  Chocolate, 
than  what  was  lately  propofed  for 
Wine  and  Tobacco. 

Thefe  wicked  and  groundlefs  Cla- 
mours, railed  with  fo  much  Malice,  and 
fcattered  Abroad  with  lb  much  Indu- 
ftry,  muft  excite  the  Indignation  of  e- 
very  honeft  and  peaceable  Man.  Nor 
can  the  Authors  of  them  have  any  other 
E::cule  for  their  Conducl,  but  the  jV^- 
ce//ity  of  hroenting  Ibmething  to  propa- 
gate Difcontcnt  and  carry  on  their  dan- 
gerous Defigns. 

Having,  by  every  Art  the  Wit  of 
Man  could  devife,  ipread  this  Terror 
far  and  wide  ;  we  are  next  to  coniider 
how  th'jy  'r-riproved  thefe  general  Fears, 
and  what  Methods  of  Oppojition  they 
grafted   upon   them. 

As 
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As  thefe  Proceedings,  however  unufual 
and  important,  are  gloried  in  and  reccrm- 
mended  for  future  Pradice,  *  To  he  renj'i^ 
"ved  (fay  the  Advifers  of  them)  In  the 
fame     vigorous    Manner    upon    other 
'Occaftons.'  As  this  is  the  Cafe,    it  -be- 
comes highly    neceffary    to  enquire   in- 
to the  tendency -oi  fuch    Proceedings, 
and  the  Injuence  they  have    upon  the 
Confi'ttution, 

Publick  Meafures  are  only  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  Puhlick  Good.  An  Af- 
fectation o'i  Popularity^  Regard  to  a  par- 
ticular ^^m/g-/?,  FondncfsYor  2i  Seat  in 
Parliament,  E?inj)j  or  Revenge^  Avar'tce 
or  Jmhition  are  dangerous  Colinfeilors 
where  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  is  at 
Stake.  If  it  Ihall  ever  happen  (fays  a 
late  Writer  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
fome  Thoughts)  that  publick  Meafures 
are  influenced  and  direcl:ed  by  any  Con« 
fideration,  ^///^  the  Rcafon  of  things  and 
the  Good  of  the  Community,  the  Hap- 
pinels,  the  Safety  of  a  free  People,  and 
the  very  Being  of  a  well  ballanced  Cor> 
ftitution  are  at  an  End. 


*  Craf(fman^  May  12. 


D  Gen^ 
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Gentlemen^  who  deliberate  upon  pub- 
Hck  Affairs,  are  to  hear  all  that  can  be 
offered  upon  a  Subjed  of  Debate.       The 
Reprefentatives  of  trading  Corporations- 
in  particular,   fhould  be  always  willing 
to  receive  any  Information   from  their 
Confiituents,  and  learn,  either  from  them 
or  any  other  Hands,  the  Advantages  or 
Diiadvantages  apprehended  to  arife  from 
any  Bill  depending  in  Parliament.     But 
when    thefe    Informations    ccafe    to  be 
meer  Reprefentation,    and    are    changed 
into  pc^t'roe  Commands  \  when  inftead  of 
declaring    their    own   Opinion,    private 
Perlbns  ahfolide/jj  d'treB  their  Member 
in    the  Choice  of  his ;  not  meerly  fur- 
.  niih  him  with  j^rgnments  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfc^  but  ftridly  enjoin  him^- 
without  knowing  what  may  be  offered 
in  the  Courfe  of  a  Debate,  how  to  vote 
at  the  Clole  of  it  :  What  Effed  can  this 
have  but  to  prevent  the  Advantages  of 
^Q.free  Inquiry  and  deftroy  all  Liberty  of 
Judgment,    by  obliging   a  Man   to  a£l 
.  upon  Arguments  which   it  may    be    he 
has    heard    fubftantially   confuted?  'Ltt 
.  the  People,  where  they  think  it  needful, 
give  Information^  bnt  no  Commands  to 
their  Members.      To  fend  inch  dcc/pve 
InjuHciions  IS  pafiing  Judgment  ^izitbout 
.  '^L  full  Hearings   and  muft    e^pole   the 

Nati(»)n 
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Nation  to  great  Tnconveniencles,  and  at 
fome  Jundtures  may  involve  it  in  Ruin, 
For  a  Gentleman  to  be  influenced  by 
fiich  Commands,  is  in  Tr-iKh  to  pleale 
a  fern)  at  the  Ex  pence  of  the  'whole  \ 
fhewing  a  greater  Rei:;ard  to  a  particular 
Body  of  Men,  than  to  the  general  In- 
tereft  of  the  Kingdom.  'Tis  fetting  up 
another  Rule  of  judging  bcfides  ylrgn- 
me?its  and  Evidence  produced  in  the 
Houfe  ^  transferring  the  Legiflativc 
Power  from  the  Parliament  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  thus  changmg  a  l>appy  well 
poifed  Confi'itution. 

Were  thlsPra^lfce  to  be  repeated  and 
carried,  as  it  might  be  with  -equal  Rea- 
lon,  to  other  Inftances,  it  v/ould  [von 
prove  fatal.  There  is  no  Tax  more 
unequal  than  that  laid  upon  Land ; 
nor  perhaps  any  ^  omplaints  better  foun*- 
ded  than  of  thole,  who  holdi  fmaJ J  E- 
fiates,  or  who  dori't  live  ^here  their 
EJiates  lie.  And  it  perhaps  delerves 
Confideration,  whether,  in  fome  Coun- 
ties, the  Commiflioners  do  not  eafe 
themfelves  and  lay  difproportioned  Bur- 
'dens  upon  their  poorer  Neighbours.  The 
long  Continuance  of  this  unequal  Tax, 
Chc  imm*enfe  Sums  it  has  already  con- 
D  1  tributcd 
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tributed  to  the  Service  of  the  Nation, 
and  the  Unieaibnablenefs  of  taxing  lan- 
ded Eftates,  in  order  that  vaft  Sums  of 
Money  in  the  Funds,  which  produce 
better  Intereft,  may  not  be  fubjecl  to 
fuch  Payments  :  Thefe  are  jlrguments 
that  might  be  urged  with  great  Force 
at  a  Time  when  the  Rents  of  Land 
are  decreafing  in  fo  muny  Places.  If 
upon  thefe  .Arguments  all  the  Counties 
and  Boroughs  in  the  Kingdom  fhould 
enjoyn  their  Members  to  vote  againft 
the  Land  Tax,  Ihould  libel  and  abufe, 
fhould  threaten  and  infult  them  if  they 
did  not  obey  thele  Commands,  What 
muft  the  Confequence  be  ?  However 
this  Treatment  of  Members  may,  as  is 
boafted,  work  above  Ground  and  by 
Day  Light,  'tis  fo  far  from  being  fuch 
as  the  Conftitution  requires  the  Re- 
prefented  to  have  over  their  Repre- 
fentatives,  t.hat,  to  fpeak  of  it  in  the 
lowT-ft  Terms,  'tis  wtroduc'tng  a  new 
Legiflative  Power.  The  Opmon  of  the 
People  ought  to  be  much  regiivded,  but 
po/Jthe  Commands  may  be  very  'preju- 
dicial^ fince  they  may  command  with- 
out having  examined,  being  often  gc- 
Vpined  by  Authority  without  Proof. 

The 
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The  fame  that  is  faid  with  Relation 
to  the  Land-Tax,  might  be  done  in 
every  other  Tax  or  Duty  ;  they  are 
all  tma'po/daI^Iy2ittendcd  with  ibme  Tiou- 
hie  and  Incorroenience^  which  by  proper 
Management  may  be  reprefented  as  very 
dreadful.  Perfons  that  are  particularly 
affecled  or  artfully  inflamed,  may  com^ 
mand  and  threaten  their  Members,  and 
worthy  Gentlemen  be  abufed  for  yeild- 
ing  to  the  Force  of  Reafcn,  and  con- 
fulting  the  true  Intereft  of  their  fZic;/?^/* 
Country.  What  muft  fuch  pernicious 
Meafures  end  in  but  the  Ruin  of  the 
Nation,  while  they  unavoidably  prevent 
raifing  the  necelfiry  Supplies,  which  can 
never  be  done  without  Inconvenience  to 
fome  Perfons,  who  always  diflike  aT^x 
that   affeds  thern  in  particular  ? 

'Tis  faid  indeed,  by  thofe  who  advifed 
thefe  authoritat'rce  Injunclion^,  that  in 
Affairs  of  Dumejiick  G(fcernment  the  Peo- 
ple underftand  them  better  than  a  Miniihr 
of  State  ;  which  would  be  lefs  Mattej: 
of  Dilpute,  \{  fo7ne  Gentlemen  were  in 
that  Station.  But  does  this  fapcofed 
Knowledge  empower  them  to  rule  the 
Parliament^  either  in  domeftick  or  fo.- 
^cign  Afl'airs  ?    for    the  fame   Reafoning 

holds 
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holds  in  both  Cafes.      When   the  De- 
Jigns  of  an  Enemy,   or    the  Pofiure  of 
puhlich  jffa'trs  demand  the  Equipment 
of  a  Fleets  or  providing  a   Number  of 
Land  Forces^  Is  the  Safety  of  the  King- 
dom at  thele  Junftures  to  depend  upon 
the  Judgment  of  Gentlemen  that  hear 
and  know  the  State  of  Things,  or  up- 
on  the  Opinion    of  thofe    who  cannot 
have  this  Information  ?  Of  thofe  who  it 
may  be  are  averfe  to  the  Expence  of  a 
Fleet  or   an  Army,  only  becaufe,    from 
the   Nature  of  Government,  they   are 
unacquainted  with.  thcReafons  that  make 
them   necejfary  ;  and    lb  may    prefer  a 
prefent  Saving,  to  their  future  Security 
and  Wellfare  ?  Of  this  there  have  been 
Inftances.      The  Nation  ftifered  greatly 
from  an  Experiment  of  this  Sort   in  the 
Reign  of  King  William  ;  when  the  CJa- 
mours  of  a  Party  'not  yet  quite  extinB) 
compelled  that  Great  and  Glorious  Prince, 
who  had  but  a  little  before  faved  them 
and  their  Country  from  Ruin,  to  disband 
a  greater  Part  of  his  Troops  than   was 
confiftent  with  the  true  Intereft  of  the 
Nation,  according  to  the  Pofture  of  Af- 
fairs,   and    the  Difpofition     of    foreign 
Courts,   as  the    Event  foon    proved   to 
par  Coft.     For  the  Sa\jings  upon  that 

Qccafion 
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Occafion  mnft  be  allowed  to  have  been 
deeply  o'ver-hallanced  by  an  expen/i-ve 
and  bloody  War,  which  was  begun  at  a 
Time  when  the  Nation  was  thoug^ht  not 
{Prepared  to  make  any  vigorous  Oppofi- 
tion. 

Let  Corporations  enjoy,  not  only  their 
legal   Privileges,    but  rcery  Inftance  of 
Freedom   conliftent    with    the    pub  lick 
Good  ;    but    it  can  never  be   for  their 
(FVun  Ad'cantage  to  alTume  fuch  Powers 
as  mull  change   and  fubvert  an    excel- 
lent Conftitution.    Their  Ufefulnefs  and 
Importance  to  the  Nation,  the  trading 
Part  of  them    in    particular,  juftly  en- 
title   them    to    great  Regard    and   Fa- 
vour: But  ftill,  highly  as  I  efteem  them, 
it  would  be    too  great   a  Compliment 
to  fuppofe   them  infallible,  not    to  be 
deceived  by  falfe  Reports,   or  impofed 
upon     by    artful    and    defigning   Men, 
Nor   could    it   be  any   real   Advantage 
to  themlelves,  to  take  them  out  of  theix 
own  ufeful  Sphere  of  acting,  and  place 
the  Reins  of  Government  in  their  Hands. 

I  have  the  greateil  Regard  for  the 
general  Wifdom  of  the  Englt/h  Nation. 
yet  cannot  wifb  to  fee  publick  Affairs 

'^'ieiled 
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wrefted  from  the  Parliament  and  placed 
in  the  promifcuous  Body  of  the  Peo- 
ple. To  their  general  'Sefife  I  fhould  * 
always  pay  a  Deference,"  but  fhould  not 
\o  much  approve  their  Govermnent. 
Befides  the  Inflability  and  Uncertainty 
which  we  have  feen  attend  fuch  popu- 
lar Councils,  the  Perlbns  who  compofe 
them  muft  be  too  ignorant  of  the  ge- 
neral State  of  Affairs  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  important  Power  of  Governing 
the  Government.  Such  Ignorance  is 
unavoidable,  uniefs  Minifters  of  State 
are  to  communicate  their  Difpatches 
to  the  World,  and  our  Enemies  are  at 
all  Times  to  be  acquainted  with  every 
Step  we  defign  againft  them. 

Nor  do  private  Perfons  always  un- 
derftand  the  general  State  and  Intereft 
of  the  Nation  enough  to  judge  what 
Ta^ces  are  moft  proper.  As  to  Goods 
impprted  from  Abroad^  it  feems  very 
fulficient  if  they  offer  thck  Opinion  and 
give  their  Rea/ons,  but  leave  the  Le~ 
gijlatiire  to  determine  what  foreign 
Commodities  Ihall  be  laid  under  Taxes, 
and  in  what  Manner  thofe  Taxes  fhall 
be  ccUeded.  'Tis  abufing  the  facred 
Name  of  Liberty  to  employ  it  to  pro- 
mote 
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mote  Lkenfmifnefs  and  deftroy   all  true 
Freedom. 

But  thefe  authoritative  and  abfolute 
InjunBions  laid  upon  Members  become 
ftill  more   ahfurd  and  dangerous  \vhen 
they  are  enforced  by  Menaces  and   "fu- 
fnults.     This  was  the  next  Step  adv'tfed 
and   encouraged  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
Oi^ofition.      The  Dlgmty    as    well  as 
Freedom  of  Parliament  is   at    an    End 
when    the    Members    of  it  are    to   be 
menaced  or  any  way  tnfulted  by  tumul- 
tuous Crouds.      There  is  fomething  fo 
horrid  in  th^  very  Thoughts   of  an  yif. 
fajfination^  that   it   can   hardly  be  fup- 
pofed  any  Gentleman  wifhes  the  Popu- 
lace had  proceeded  that  Length  ;  tho' 
Parallels  have  been  draison  and  Inftruc- 
t'tons  given  which  naturally  carried  them 
to  it.     I  am  fcnfible  the  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen,  moft  of  whom,  by  the  ima- 
ginary Terror  of  a  General  Excife,  were 
prevailed  upon  to  joyn  the  Oppofition, 
deteft  the  Thoughts  of  an  AlTaffination, 
and  are  really  concerned  at  In  fiances  of 
Violence  offered    to  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.      But  there   were 
other  Perfons  who  had  other  Defigns  and 
other  Wilhes,  why  elfe  were  thofe  dirty 
E  Patriots^ 
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Patriots^  the  Labourers  in  Glafs-hmtfes 
fummoned  to  affifl  upon  this  Occafion, 
and    offer    their  Advice  to    the  Mem- 
bers at  Night  when  the  peaceable  Pe- 
titioners  were   gone  Home  ?  Whoever 
are    the    immediate  Aftors    in   fuch    a 
Tragedy,    if  any  Violence  is  committed 
by  a  tumultuous  Body  of  People,  'tis 
juflly    chargeable     upon     thofe    Men, 
whole  Advice   and   Pen    originally   in- 
flamed and  brought  them  together.     A 
mixt  Multitude,  many  of  them  armed 
v/ith    Sticks    and    Swords     (no    ufual 
¥art  of  their  Drefs)   are  foon  thrown  in- 
to a  Riot.  Onerafh  Blow  by  a  Footman, 
in  Refentment  of  an  Affront  to  his  Ma- 
fler,  the  Rudenefs  and  Violence  of  an  en- 
raged or  a  drunken  Fellow,  or  the  Arti- 
fice of  thofe  who  defign  Mifchief,  may 
eafily   occafion   a   Quarrel.     And  when 
once  a  Crowd  is  thrown  into  Confufion, 
and  a  Fray  began,  no  body  can  fay  how 
fatal  the  Confequence  may  be  before  it  is 
ended.  Can  fuch  tumultuous  AlTemblies, 
thus  armed,  be  proper  Alliftants  to  the 
Deliberations  of  Parliament  ?  Thofe  Gen- 
tlemen,    whofe    Writings   and  Advice 
brought  them  to  the  Door  of  the  Houfe, 

might 
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might  with  equal  Propriety  have  intro- 
duced them  into  the  Houle  itlelf,  and 
given  them  Seats  as  Swperviterulants  of 
the  Members.  There  is  but  little  Diffe- 
rence whether  fuch  Company  enter  the 
Houfe,  or  command  and  intimidate  Gen- 
tlemen in  their  PafTage  to  it.  The  Ene- 
mies of  their  Country,  and  the  happy 
Form  of  its  Government,  would  have 
taken  the  fame.Meafures,  and  advifed 
the  like  Violation  of  the  Rights  of  Par- 
liament, as  thefe  pretended  Friends  have 
done.  Faction  (as  ancient  Ro7?ie  fourwi 
to  its  Coft^  may  prove  as  fubverfive  of  a 
free  Conftitution,  as  Tyranny  can  be. 
'Tis  the  Happinefs  of  our  own  in  particu- 
lar (if  fome  -pretended  Friends  to  Liberty 
will  allow  us  to  enjoy  it)  to  be  governed 
by  Laiii^  and  that  only.  Neither  the 
abfolute  Willofthe  Prince,  nor  the  Will 
and  Pleafure  of  the  People,  but  the 
i;ohoh  Legiflature  is  invefted  with  fu- 
preme  Authority.  It  fhould  be  taken 
Notic«  of  here,  that  even  fuppofing  the 
Bill  not  abfolutely  perfect  (and  what  hu- 
*man  Scheme  ever  was  fo)  yet  it  was  but 
a  iTveer  Propofal,  it  was  ftill  res  intcgray 
having  been  read  but  once  ;  any  Altera- 
tions Blight  have  been  made  in  the  Com- 
E  2  mittec. 
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mittee.  There  was  not  the  lead:  Reafon 
to  hazard  the  whole  Conftitution,  when 
every  Objedion  might  have  been  obvi- 
ated another  Way. 

'Tis  but  a  Part  of  the  Mifchief,  which 
the  Advifers  of  thefe  Diforders  have  oc- 
cafioned,  that  the  P//^/i^^  has  lofi  all  the 
Savhjgs  that  might  have  been  made,  m 
fome  Shape  or  other,  upon  Articles  of 
Trade  fo  extenfive,  and  fo  liable  to  Frauds 
as  Wine  and  Tobacco  ;  which  Savings 
would  have  given  efFedual  Relief  upon 
other  Taxes. 

This  Lofs  is  only  a  Part  of  the  Mif- 
chief;  the  fre^tment  of  the  late  Bill^ 
and  the  Methods  of  Oppofition  then  re- 
commended,  will  effeaually  encourage 
fraudulent  VraBkes,  and  ffujkate  all 
Endeavours  to  prevent  them.  Without 
much  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  a  Man  may 
venture  to  foretell,  that  whenever  any 
Attempt  ihaH  be  made  to  prevent  Frauds, 
however  hurtful  and  notorious,  it  will 
foon  be  obilruckd.  A  Method  is  mar- 
ked out  for  the  Purpofe.  'Tis  only  rai- 
fmg  a  loud  Outcry  of  Infringements  of 
Englt/h  Liberty,  it  muft  be  called  a  Re- 


(  37  ) 

viVal  of  that  dreadful  Scheme,  the  Ex? 
cile  ;  new  Ballads  publifhed  ii\  the 
Streets,  and  new  Dragons  hung  up  tQ 
affright  the  People. 

That  the  Abettors  of  the  late  Diftur- 
bances  and  Innovations  in  the  Conftitu- 
tion  meant  only  to  diftrefs  the  Admijii- 
llration,  and  not  procure  any  real  Bene- 
fit to  the  Kingdom,  is  farther  evident 
from  another  Part  of  their  Conduft, 
which  was  entirely  to  oppofe  the  Me- 
thod offered,  not  merely  to  corre£t  its 
Faults,  but  abfolutely  rejed  the  whole, 
without  propojing  any  other  in  its  Room, 

This  is  a  Charge,  at  once  fo  heavy  and 
fojuft,  that  great  Pains  are  taken  to  re- 
move it.  The  Anger  and  Uneaftnefs  they 
exprefs  at  the  Imputation,  plainly  fhew 
they  feel  both  the  Weight  and  the  Truth 
of  it.  Frauds  fo  prejudicial  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ought  to  have  had  fome  Cheeky  and 
their  injured  Country  was  juflly  entituled 
to  Relief, 

Inftead  of  labouring  fo  \igoxon{[j file- 
ly  to  difcredit  the  Method  propofed,  it 
had  been  very  proper  to  have  bellowed  a 

few 
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few  Thoughts  to  find  a  better.  This 
muft  have  been  an  eajy  fask  to  Gentle- 
men of  their  AhtTtties^  who  reprefent 
the  other  as  extreamly  had.  Bat  let  us 
hear  their  noble  Defence.  7'he  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  Side  ( fay  their  great 
Leaders  mths.Craftfman)  hamng defeat-- 
ed  the  Excife  Scheme^  by  their  vigorous 
and  puBLicK- SPIRIT  ED  Oppofftiony  fwera 
refohed  to  go  farthei\  and  purge  thern^ 
felvesfrom  any  Imputation  ofdeftgning  to 
countenance  Frauds  of  any  l^nd.  For 
this  Purpofe  it  ijoas  propofed  by  an  ho- 
nourable Member^  that  a  Committer 
Jhould  be  appointed^  "with  full  Po^er  to 
iNauiRE  into  the  Frauds  and  Abufes  of 
the  Cufioms  in  general. 

■( 
This,  by  the  Bye,  is  another  plain 
Confeffion,  that  the  Frauds  in  the  Cuf- 
toms  are  fo  confiderable  as  to  deferve  the 
AV/(:^  of  Parliament,  however  upon  o- 
ther  Occafions,  the  fame  Gentlemen  en- 
deavour to  lelTcn  and  deny  them. 

Vigorous  enough  their  Oppofition  was  ; 
but  all  Mankind  are  at  a  Lofs  to  difcover 
the  Publick'fpiritednefs  of  halving  the 
Nation  under  the    fame   acknowledged 

Frauds, 
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Frauds^^nd  continuing  Taxes  rather  thafi 
prevent  thofe  Frauds.  But  this  "ligorous 
and  puhVtch  Spirit  did  what  ?  Bring  in  a 
better  Bill  ?  No  ;  a  Committee  was  pro- 
pofed  rjot  to  prevent  the  Frauds,  but  to 
inquire  into  them  !  y4s  this  Motion  for  a 
Committee  (fay  they  in  another  Paper, 
being  a  Point  they  labour  much)  proceeds 
ed  from  thofe  Gentlemen  uoho  had  vigo- 
roufly  oppofed  the  Excife  Sche?ne^  they 
have  thoroughly  purged  themfelves  from 
the  Imputation  of  being  the  Patrons  of 
Fraud.  How  thoroughly  the  World  will 
judge,  when  it  is  confidered  this  is  their 
^hole  Defence.  They  moved  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  Frauds.  This 
Motion  was  made  near  the  End  of  the 
Seilions,  when  Members^  fatigued  with 
the  dole  Attendance  of  the  Winter,  were 
haftening  into  the  Country.  The  Gen- 
tlemen who  value  themfelves  upon  the 
Motion,  w^ell  knew  there  was  fcarce 
time  to  draw  up  a  Report,  much  lefs 
to  form  any  Refolutions  upon  it.  There 
was  therefore  little  Profpect  of  Relief 
from  this  Step,  and  through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  this  fo  much  agitated  Affair, 
even  to  this  Day^  they  have  made  no 
other  Propolal  to  prevent  thcfe  hurtful 

Frauds^ 
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Frauds,  except  dishandwg  the  Army  to 
reftrain  the  Inlblence  of  Smugglers^  that 
defy  the  Civil  Mag'tflrate  \  and  taking 
away  Patent  Places  at  the  Cuflofn-Houfe 
to  hinder  Dealers  from  lelHng  run  To- 
bacco, and  to  prevent  Brewing  in  Wine- 
Cellars,  where  Cuftom-Houle  Officers 
have  no  Accefs. 

That  there  "^as  tio  real  Defign  to  pre- 
vent imfair  Practices,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  propofed  with  that 
View,  needs  no  other  Proof,  than  the  De*- 
claration  of  Gentlemen  who  are  certainly 
in  the  Secret  of  all  their  Meafures.  They^ 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Vv^orld,  were 
fufficiently  convinced  of  the  Frauds  he- 
fore  the  Committee  was  appointed  to  en* 
quire  into  them^ 

The  Report^  (fay  they  again  in  the 
Craftfman)  confifts  of  little  more  than 
nsohat  appeared  to  the  Houfe  from  the 
Commlfftoners  of  the  Qftoms.  And  were 
thefe  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  con- 
vinced of  all  the  Frauds  mentioned  in 
the  Report  !  Did  they  know  how  much 
the  IfYtght  at  Importation^  when  the 
Duty  was  to  be  paid^  was  lefs  than  the 

Weight 
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U^etght  at  Exportation  when  the  Draw- 
back is  to  be  alloui^ed  ?  Did  they  know 
that  unfair  Dealers  might  pafs  the  ufaal 
Forms  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  gain 
more  than  Thirty  Hogfheads  Duty-free 
in  the  Cargo  of  a  fmgle  Ship  ?  Did  they 
know  what  appears  fo  evident  in  the 
Report,  how  much  the  Re'venuc,  thtfair 
Trader,  the  poor  Planter,  fuffer  by  thefe 
■Frauds  ?  That  the  Trade  itfelf  is  inju- 
red, Foreign  Marlets  over-ftock'd,  and 
the  Tobacco  fold  at  an  under  Price,  meei  • 
ly  for  the  fake  of  getting  an  unrighteous 
DraiX)back  ?  Did  Faces  of  this  Impor- 
tance appear  to  the  Houfe,  and  could 
thole  Gentlemen  in  the  Oppofition  think 
it  a  fufficient  Satisfaction  to  their  Coun- 
try, or  a  fufficient  Vindication  of  them- 
felves  from  skreening  (fince  they  lilce  the 
Word)  the  moft  unjuft  Fraclices,  thit  at 
fuch  an  advanced  Seafnn  of  the  Year  they 
m.oved  for  a  Committee  to  acquaint 
them  with  what,  by  their  own  Confcf- 
fion,  they  knew  before  ?  They  propolcd 
no  Remedy,  not  fo  much  asobvining 
Frauds  at  Exportation,  by  lodging  '^o- 
■bacco  to  be  exported  m  pubiich  fVare- 
houfes,^  and  thereby  preventing  the  In- 
conveniencies  and  grofs  Iniquities  in  Eon- 
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d/n^  for  the  Duty.    Di-l    thcfe  Gentle- 
nicn  alfo  know  what  .^:mfHities  oi  ffifie 
were   continually  run  ?    Were  they,    as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom,  convin- 
ced of  the  fubterraneous    Frauds  com- 
niittedby  Wine-Brewers  ?  What  Reme- 
dy did  they  provide  ?     One  would  ima- 
gine the  Obligations  certain  GentJe?nen 
are  under  to  lome  fraudulent  Dealers  for 
pretty  Home  y^t tempts  upon  d.  /ate  Oica- 
(ion,  make  them   thus  unwilling  to  en- 
force the  Payment  of  Taxes.     From  the 
Jame  Principle  of  Gratitude  they  tell  us, 
{Craft/many  Jug.  4.)  that  the  Method  of 
eafing  Land  hy  taxing  CojmnoditieSy  (it 
was  too  glaring  an  Abfurdity  to  fay  Fo- 
reign  ConwwditiesJ  is  only  a  nominal 
Relief  for   the  prefent,  ^hich  will  cer- 
tainly end  in  a  more  grievous  Eur  den  up- 
on  Land  than  any  Land-Tax   Whatever, 
The  Rcafon  to  be  fare  for  this  Paradox, 
had  they  thought    fit    to  give  it,  muft 
have  been  this :  A  Man  drinks  what  Wine 
he  pleafes,  but  is  obliged  to  pay  the  full 
Tax  for  his  Land  whether  he  will  or  no. 
*Tis  therefore  for  his  Intereft  2.n^  hisEafe 
to  pay  the   Land-Tax,  rather  than  the 

Wine- 
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Wlne-coopcr  fhould  pay  the  Duty  which 
he  receives  for  his  made  Wine. 

By  the  Help  of  fucb  Rcafon'mg,  the 
poor  Planter  muft  flill  languilh  under  the 
Oppreflion  of  his  Factor,  and  the  Wine- 
cooper  may  noTO^  with  great  frafiqtnUty^ 
continue  BTeisnng^  and  levy  upon  his 
Neighbours  thofe  Taxes  he  never  pays. 
The  /V;;^//>' of  Frauds  committed  by  the' 
Guilty  muft  {till  be  infl^icled  upon  the 
Innocent,  Some  Friends,  it  feems,  are 
upon  no  Account  to  be  difobliged.  'Tis 
to  this  Principle  we  owe  another  incom- 
parable Piece  of  Realbning  from  the  fimc 
Qiiarter,  *  A  Pc5ple^  fay  they,  who  pa); 
hi  Taxes  ¥'roe Millions  ^Xz2iX^  fhould  by 
no  Means  regard  the  Saving  of  Vroc  Hun-  ■ 
dred  Thoufand  Pounds,  Indifferent  Per- 
fons,  though  of  a  lower  Genius^  would' 
have  thought,  that  fmce  the  una'voidahh 
Intereft  oi  th^  National  Debt ^  and  the 
necejfary  Expences  of  the  current  Tear 
oblige  us  to  pay  fo  much,  we  have  good 
Reafon  to  be  exa^  2^yh\  frugal  where  we 
can. 

*  Craftfmani  Aug.  4. 
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But  agreeably  to  thefe  corrupt  andaJI^ 
shreemng  Principles,  they  not  only  en- 
deavour to  lejf'cn  the  Amount  of  the 
Frauds,  and  reduce  it  from  Five  Hundred 
Thouiand  Pounds  (which  they  juftly  ac- 
knowledged when  it  ferved  their  Turn) 
to  fo  fmall  a  Sum  as  Thirty  Thoufand 
Pounds  ;  but  befidcs  this,  they  labour 
earneftly  to  divert  usy;w;^  all  Methods  to 
prevent  thefe  Frauds.  'Tis  with  this 
View,  when  a  fair  and  judicious  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  Frauds  of  the  Cuftoms, 
was  publilhed,  inftead  of  naming  a  pro- 
per Method  to  prevent  thofe  unjuft 
Pradices,  as  would  become  honeft  Pa- 
triots, they  make  a  dull  Attempt  *  to 
criticife  the  Style  of  the  Report,  and  give 
?ificitttous  Account  how  thatCommittee 
was  chofe.  Nothing  but  a  ftrong  Dc^ 
fire  to  div^ert  our  Thoughts  from  the 
manifefl:  Abufes  not  redified,  could 
tempt  this  JVrtter  to  mention,  the  Choke 
of  the  Com?mttee^  bccaufe  it  muft  occur  to 
his  Thoughts,  that  a  certain  Gentleman 
will  make  a  moft  ridictilous  Figure^  after 
he  has  fo /)//Z'//VL/)/ declared  agamft^^/J^ 


*  Vid.  Crciftfman,  July  28. 
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ing^  as  well  as  sh'eening^  If  it  fhould  ever 
appear  that  be  has  been  the  Means  of 
sh'eenifig  very  notorious  Frauds^  and 
was  the  Contr'rjer  of  the  mofi  ?mtly  Lift 
that  ever  law  the  Light.  A  Lift  where 
each  Side  was  extremely  a/Jja?ned  of  the 
other^  and  exctifed  to  their  refpeclive 
Friends,  what  they  acknowledged  of  one 
another,  the  keeping  fuch  very  bad  Com- 
pany, alledging  in  their  Defence,  That 
no  Company  could  be  too  bad  to  dcftroy 
a  Miniftcr,  whofe  Merit  had  not  only 
endeared  him  to  fucccllivc  Princes,  but 
procured  him  the  Efteem  of  the  true 
Friends  of  the  Br/t/fu  Confiitutioih  and 
of  Courle  drew  upon  him  the  united  Re- 
fen  tments  of  Jacobites  and  faJJe  Pa* 
tr'tots, 

I  have  dvN^elt  the  longer  upon  the  Tr'm- 
c'lples  and  Traciices  of  thele  Gentlemen 
in  the  Oppofition,  as  they  are  pleafcd  to 
call  themfelves,  that  impartial  People  may 
difiinguijh  the  real  from  the  pretended 
Friends  of  their  Country  and  its  happy 
Conftitution.  We  have  now  fccn  the 
Maxims  upon  which  each  Party,  in  the 
late  controverted  Affair,  proceeded.    The 
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Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  thought  it  a  con% 
mcndable  Attempt  to  raife  fome  Relief 
to  konefi  Men,  by  levying  the  juft  Taxes 
npon  Inch  as  are  not  io.  Thoie  of  the 
Oppofttion  were  rcfolved  once  more  to  pufh 
their  Fortune,  and  try  if  their  utmoft  Art 
could  not  effedually  diftrefs  their  envied 
Rival,  hivafions  of  the  Conftitution, 
Violations  of  the  Rights  of  Parliament, 
Encouragement  of  Fraud  and  Perjury, 
were  to  them  no  Obftacks. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  carry  on 
our  Thoughts  a  little  farther,  and  confi- 
der  the  Succefs  of  this  vigorous  Oppofi- 
tion,  or,  as  themfelves  are  fometimcs 
pleafed  to  call  it,  this  flaying  all  the 
Game. 

The  many  artful  Endeavours  to  terrify 
the  People  with  the  gronndlefs  Fear  of  a 
General  Excife  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
great  Numbers  became  averfe  to  the  Bill, 
as  believing  it,  'without  the  leafi  Founda- 
tion ^  introdudory  to  fuch  a  Scheme. 
What  were  at  firft  only  Doubts  and  Sur- 
mifes,  by  frequent  Repetition,  acquired  a 
greater  Degree  of  Certainty.  The  Ter- 
ror, 
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ror,  however  groundlcfs  in  its  Original, 
fprcad  far  and  wide  ;  and,  as  is  the  Na- 
ture of  all  fuch  ^Panicksy  got  deep  Pol- 
fclhon  of  the  People,  and  operated  very 
powerfully  ipon  them. 

And  now,  what  are  we  to  exped  from 
Gentlemen  that  loved  their  Country  ? 
Should  they  purfue  a  Scheme,  becaufe  they 
thought  it  good,  v.  hen  fuch  Numbers  of 
their  Countrymen  were  enraged  againft 
it?  The  ^icfiion  was  new  altered :  It, 
was  no  longer  about  the  Merits  of  the 
Bill,  whether  Wine  or  Tobacco  Ihould 
pay  their  proper  Duty  5  but  whether  the 
Bill  itfelf  fliouid  be  farther  confidered 
when  lb  many  People  (right  or  wrong) 
were  greatly  inflamed  againif  it. 

The  Gentlemen  therefore  who  meant 
only  the  publick  Good,  gave  up  the  Bill 
for  ever-,  rather  than  create  any  Hazard 
of  publick  Diforders.  They  were  confcious 
the  Bill  was  intended  well,  and  flill  con- 
vinced it  might  have  been  made  very  ufe- 
ful  ;  but  they  generoitfly  chofe  to  facrifice 
their  ozz'n  Sentimeyits  to ,  what  they 
thought,    the  mijiaken  Opinion  of  their 
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Fellow- Subjects.  In  every  Dlvifioii  they 
had  the  Numbers  on  thetr  Side.  The 
Choice  of  the  Committee  by  Ballot  to 
enquire  into  the  Frauds,  when  there  was 
no  Reftraint  or  Terror,  is  a  fubftantial 
Proof,  notwitliftanding  the  Subterfuges 
of  the  Craftjman-,  of  the  real  Strength 
they  had  in  the  Houfe.  The  Clamours 
upon  Bribery  and  Corruption  mufl:  be  foe 
ever  filenced,  or  the  Authors  of  thofe 
Clamours  acknowledge  they  might  have 
been  employed  Vv'ith  equal  Succefs  in  this 
ts  in  any  other  Caufe.  But  the  Gentle- 
men for  the  Bill  i:oluntartly  chofe  to 
drop  it,  rather  than  hazard  the  publick 
Tranquillity.  They  renounced  the  Tri- 
umph of  carrying  a  difputed  Point  ino 
///i^^/Condefcenfion  from  Men  in  Power) 
and  yielded  their  own  Opinion,  how  juft 
foevcr  they  thought  it,  to  the  Prejudices 
of  the  People. 

The  Reverfe  of  this  was  found  in  One 
of  their  Opjjonents,  the  great  Chief  and 
Leader  of  them  :  He  v/as  deaf  to  the 
Cries  of  the  ^oor^  when  he  taxed  the 
very  Candles  by  which  fo  many  of  them 
earned  rhcir  Bread,     Dunkirk   had  been 

made 
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made  for  ever  harmlefs  to  the  Britijh 
Nation,  if  the  Scale  of  the  whole  Kin^ 
dom  could  have  altered  his  corrupt  and 
treacherous  Refolutions^ 

The  Gentlemen  who  propofed  the  Bill, 
Were  actuated  by  Sentimeiits  diredly  oppo- 
fite  to  thefe.  When  they  firft  formed  the 
Plan,  their  enly  View  was  to  remove  fome 
heavy  Taxes ;  when  they  entirely  relin- 
qiiijhed  the  Defign,  it  was  to  convince  the 
People  of  their  Regard  to  publick  ^eace^ 
and  the  Reference  they  paid  even  to  their 
miftakcn  Notions.  The  defign  from 
which  this  Bill  proceeded,  the  Eai'e  of  the 
People,  was  unqueftionably  good  i  and 
the  departing  from  it,  under  luch  Cir- 
cumftances,  an.  Act  of  Jingidar  Modejly 
and  Compliance.  t 

Such  an  Example  is  of  great  Impor- 
tance in  Englijh  Hiftory-,  which  furniihcs 
too  many  Inftances,  where  Minifters  of 
State  have  purfued  their  Dcfigns  againft 
the  Senfe  of  the  People.  But  the  Gen- 
tlemen^ who  have  thus  dropt  a  Scheme, 
for  which,  as  Authors  of  it,  they  could 
not  want  fome  Pondnefs,  have  plainly 
G  p^e-ji'ed 
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^fjL'ed^    that  the  Teace  and  Favour  of 
\\\^nCoimtry  arc  the  Objects  of  their  chief 
Regard,  and  pre  dominate  in  all  their  Mca- 
fures. 

Thus  to  recede  from  a  Projed,  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  f//7/^/  Pracliee  of  iV//?z/- 
//^TJ,  and  yet  may  at  Ibme  junclures  be 
very  beneficial  j  that  an  Injiajue  fo  ex- 
traordinary,  to  encourage  the  like  upon 
other  Oceafions,  Oiould  be  thankfully  ac- 
kno'Ji'ledged  and  applauded. 

Tis  no  W^onder,  however,  that  thofe 
who  are  fixed  in  their  Opposition  fhould 
Ihll  vigoroufly  endeavour  to  deprive  thefe 
Gentlemen  of  their  juft  Praife,  and  ftill 
labour  to  fix  an  unjuft  Odium  upon  them. 
It  was  thought  poor  Malice  to  kindle  a 
^lame,  unlefs  proper  Endeavours  were 
uled  to  make  it  fpread.  After  Gentlemen 
had  been  infulted  at  the  Parliament- 
Hoiife-,  the  Advifers  of  the  firll:  Diflur- 
bance  gave  farther  Directions  to  have 
them  affronted  in  Effigy  at  diftant  Places  ; 
aiming  at  a  mean  Triumph,  in  this  pitiful 
Way,  over  One  whofe  difnnguilh'd  Abi- 
lities and  manly  Eloquence  give  him  an 

eafy 


ealy  Superiority   in  every  per  final  Dir- 
pute. 

The  Danger,  had  there  been  any,  was 
effect nally  over  i  the  Delign  entirely  laid 
alide.  But  the  Nation  was  fl'ill  to  be  in- 
famed,  and  a  Spirit  of  Diforder  kept  up. 
This  Behaviour  furnifhes  the  true  Realon, 
wliy  a  fe'Ji'  regular  Forces  are  fo  great  a 
Grievance,  and  why  disbanding  the  Army 

is  fo  much  infifled  upon  by  Ibme  Gentle-  jy 

men.     It  hkewifc  iets   us  into  the  true  " 

Reafon  of  their  defiring  the  Riot  A^y 
fo  ufcful  in  preferving  the  pubUek  Peace, 
to  be  immediately  repealed. 

'Tis  not  at  all  furprifing,  that  Perfons 
who  have  taken  fuch  Steps, .  and  thus  vi-. 
olated  the  privileges  of  Tarliament, 
Ihould  next  proceed  to  attack  the  Crown 
itfelf,  and  fo  difcover  an  o.^x'A'Difregard 
for  the  '■ji;hole  Lcgillature.  --[ 

Many  of  the  bed  and  grcateftMen  this^ 
Nation  ever  bred,  dcdrous  to  preferve 
the  Conftitution,  endea^'oured  to  fix  it  on 
that  happy  Bafis  where^in  it  now  ftands. 
With  what  honed  Zeal  did  thcfe  trite  Pa- 
G  2  Patriots 
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triots  rtruggle  for  the  Proteftant  Succefli- 
on  ?  What  ]oy  did  they  receive  from  the 
Bftablifhmeht  of  it :  Had  their  Lives  been 
continued  to  this  Time,  how  thankful 
would  they  have  been  to  fee  their  warmclt 
Hopes  exceeded  ?  The  Nation,  in  every 
Inftance,  governed  by  Law.  The  Troperty 
of  the  meaneft  Subjed  fectired  from  all 
Encroachments.  Liberty,  both  civil  and 
religious,  frefer'ved  vvithout  any  Viola- 
tion. Not  a  fmglc  Ad  of  unlawful  Po- 
wer, tior  one  Attempt  upon  the  Cohfd- 
tution,  in  the  Courfe  cf  many  Years,  ex- 
cept from  thofe  difcontented  Subjcds, 
who  alom  complain  of  its  Danger.  Is  To 
happy  a  Government  founded  in  Reafon^ 
conduced  with  Eqttity,  and  fo  benefi- 
cial to  the  Publick  5  Is  this  Government 
to  be  afperfcd  and  blackened,  and  do  the 
Calumniators  pretend  to  love  their  Coun* 
try  ? 

Under  the  Enjoym.ent  of  fo  much  Li^ 
herty  can  any  thing  be  more  injurious  and 
ungrateful,  than  to  talk  of  Slaz'ery,  and 
level  the  important  BleJJings  of  the  T^ro" 
tefta-fit  Succeffion  with  the  Tyranny  of  a 
^Fopijh  E'retend^r !   Their  o\yn  alarming 

Decla- 
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"Declaration,  ftampcd  with  Authority,  and 
publifhcd  by  Francklm,  fixes  this  Charge 
upon  them.  *  All  "Ji'e  dt:Jire,  fay  theic 
vtodtji  j?eaceal^le  Ccnilcvncn,  is  Ji'.Jtice  and 
the  common  ^Protection  of  Stihjc6fs }  but 
it  is  the  AW//r^  ^/EngHlhmcn,  if  they 
mufi  beShk\Y.s,  they  'v.'i-ll  be  'very  little 
soLLici  reus  WHO  are  to  be  their  Ma- 
sters. Their  Meaning  is  too  obzious  to 
need  an  Explanation,  and  too  dreadful 
to  allow  us  to  dwell  upon  it;  it  includes 
no  lefs  than  the  Defirudlion  of  every  thing 
that  is  valuable  to  a  free  People,  the  ab- 
foiute  Overthrow  of  that  happy  Confti- 
tution,  and  thofe  Liberties,  both  civil  and 
religious,  purchafed  with  fo  much  Blood 
and  Treafure.  It  fhould  only  be  remem- 
bered, to  convince  every  Protellant  £;;- 
glil)mian  what  they  aim  at,  that  this  hope- 
ful Declaration  was  made  after  the  Bill 
was  laid  afide,  and  all  the  imaginary  Dan- 
ger from  it  over  ! 

Merely  becaufe  a  well-meant  Defign  to 
relieve  the  Publick,  by  preventing  Fraud.s 
was  not  attended  with  Succcfs,  nor  any 
other  propofed  in  its  Room,  a  tumultuous 

jcy 
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joy  has  been  kindled  through  the  King- 
dom, and,  by  the  fajne  ^rts  that  gave  it 
Birtli,  continued  ftill  in  being.  Gentle- 
men who  have  merited  the  liigheft  Efteem 
of  their  Country  barbaroufly  inlulted,  and 
the  valuable  Bleflings  of  the  Proteftant 
Succcffion  flighted  and  abu fed ;  nay,  in 
Violation  of  all  the  Rights  of  Hofpitality, 
a  Branch  of  that  illuftrions  Houfe  which 
has  been  the  great  Bulwark  of  civil  and 
religious  Freedom  in  Etirope-,  treated 
with  Indignity-  Sad  Friends  of  Liberty  ! 
After  all  this,  what  do  they  do  ?  Do  they 
take  Shame  to  themfelves,  and  ask  Tar- 
€ion  of  their  injured  Country  ?  No,  they 
ftill  endeavour  to  keep  up  Noife  and  77/- 
tnults  s  that  the  Voice  of  Reafon-,  fo  po- 
werful agaivft  thejn,  may  not  be  heard 
among  the  People. 

Let  thcfe  Gentlemen,  if  they  pleafc, 
continue  to  rejoyce  and  delight  themfelves 
with  vain  Schemes  of  Power,  and  imagi- 
nary Profpeds  of  approaching  GreatnelSj 
let  them  celebrate  their  own  Praifes,  and 
''Ji'rite  Letters  of  Applnufe  to  themfelves^ 
let  them  do  this  or  any  thing,  hvw.  pretend 
a  Hatred  of  Fraud  and  Corruption,    a 

"DeJIre 
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^ejire  to  lejfen  the  Burden  of  Taxes,  a 
Regard  to  the  Conftitutioyiy  or  an  hiten- 
tion  to  preiervc  the  Freedom  of  Debate  in 
^arliame7it.  A\'ei:e  the  Contrivers  of 
thefe  late  Diforders,  the  Gentlemen  who 
hindered  the  Relief  of  their  Country,  e- 
nough  at  leifure,  one  might  advife  them 
to  moderate  their  joy.  It  would  be  fome 
Abatement  of  their  ihort- lived  Triumph 
if  they  remember,  that  Mobs  and  Riots, 
though  attended  witii  fome  immediate 
Confufion,  often  bring  Conter.ipt  upon 
the  Authors  of  them  5  and  that  even  the 
inglorious  Peace  of  Utrecht  was  celebrated 
with  Bells  and  Bonfires. 

Such  tumultuous  Mirth  muft  of  courfe 
be  noify »  while  the  Reflections  of  the 
-zc-v/^  and  fober  part  of  Mankind,  though 
lefs  publicity  are  more  juft  and  folid,  and 
will  at  lafly  when  thefe  Ihort-lived  Tran- 
fports  are  over,  prove  more  ejfe^itial. 

1  have  dwelt  longer  upon  thefe  high 
Infults  and  dangerous  Violations  of  the 
Conftitution,  becaufe  the  great  Advifers 
of  them  think  proper  to  applaud  fuch  Be- 
haviour, and,  as  was  obferved  before,  pro- 

pofe 
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pofe  it  as  an  Example  for  other  OppOttti'' 
nities. 


We  have  now  feen  upon  what  ^rin- 
ciples  and  with  what  T)ejigns  the  late  Biilj 
towards  the  End  of  a  Parliaments  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe.  The  Gentlemen 
who  were  for  it  had  no  other  View,  but 
honeftly  to  gain  the  Favour  of  their  Coun- 
try 5  which  they  hoped  to  do,  if  they 
could  eafe  their  Fellow-Subjeds  frdm  the 
heavieft  of  their  Taxes,  without  any  new 
Impositions,  but  merely  by  coileding,  up- 
on two  foreign  Commodities,  the  whole 
Duty  from  uyifair  Dealers,  who,  to  a  ve- 
ry confiderable  Value,  now  defraud  the 
Tublkk 


This  was  their  iz'hole  ^ejign,  and  they 
defy  the  moil  malicious  of  their  Enemies 
in  the  leaft  to  contradid  this  by  any  real 
^roof  or  fubftantial  Evidence.  'Tis  im- 
pollible  to  prove  a  Negative  which  de- 
pends upon  Gentlemens  Intentions,  any 
other  way  than  by  their  folemn  Aflertions, 
and  the  Circumftances  of  the  Cafe.  The 
altering  the  Manner  of  collecting  a  Duty 

already 
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already  laid,  is,  in  the  Nature  of  things, 
widely  different  from  laying  a  new  Du« 
ty,  and  has  not  the  Icaft  Connexion  with 
taxing  any  other  Commodity.  Minifters, 
it  is  granted,  may  have  ill  De%ns  5  but 
'tis  as  true,  that  ill  Defigns  may  be  impti- 
ted  to  Minificrs  by  thofe  who  '■ji'ant  their 
Places,  Let  Fads  alone  determine  the 
Cafe. 

Tis  pofTible  the  Gentlemen,  who  form- 
ed the  Scheme,  might  be  miftaken ;  but 
fure  no  Mi  flake  can  be  more  innoceyit  \ 
none  proceed  from  better  Purpofes.  Here 
were  no  private  Vie'-jus-,  no  perfonal  Ad- 
vantage, no  particular  Friends  to  oblige ; 
On  the  contrary,  their  Interefi  lay  on  the 
other  Side  5  a  Connivance  at  the  Abufes 
they  defigned  to  prevent,  might  have 
produced  a  plentiful  Harveft  to  Men  in 
Power  :  The  Pi'.biick  alone,  that  is,  all 
who  now  pay  other  Taxes,  and  they  on- 
ly, were  to  receive  any  Profit  from  this 
Scheme.  Nothing  but  much  Trouble, 
Vexation  and  Oppofition  could  poilibly 
fall  to  the  Lot  of  the  Authors  of  it.  The 
only  Reward  they  hoped  for  was  the  Ap- 
probation of  the  virtuous  Part  of  their 
Country. 

H  When 
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\\''hcn  this  Plan,  however  "-juell  dejlgn- 
fed,  and  by  many  of  its  Oppofers  little  un- 
der floods  proved  difagreeable  to  great 
Numbers  of  the  Trading  Subjeds,  the 
Gentlemen  who  were  for  it,  without  dif- 
cerning  any  thing  '-xxjrong  in  the  Thing  it- 
Iclf,  fubmittcd  their  own  Opinion  to  the 
Sentiments  of  their  Countrymen. 

'Tis  impoffiblc  for  Men  to  give  a  more' 
fubllantial  Proof  of  Regard  to  the  Intereft 
of  their  Country,  than  thefe  Gentlemen 
have  fhewed  by  propofmg  a  Scheme  of 
this  Tendency,  at  the  Expence  of  their 
own  Quiet :    Nor  can   there  be  clearer 
Evidence  that  they  abhor  the  Thoughts  of 
carrying  on  Affairs  by  mere  Tower-,  than 
x)\z yielding  up  their  Sentiments-,  how  right 
foever  they  thought  them,  to  the  Opinion 
of  other  Perfons,  even  when  they  had  a 
Majority  in  the  Houfe,    and  would  cer- 
tainly have  carried  the  Point   by  greater 
Numbers  had  the  Matter  been  decided  by 
Ballot. 

Thus  they  have  proved  to  the  People 
of  Englandj  that  it  is  their  Jirm  Relblu- 
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tion  to  do  nothing  againft  the  general  Bent 
of  the  Nation.  In  a  long  Courlc  of  Ycars^ 
they  have  al-jjays  acled  upon  the  Princi- 
ples oi  Libert)':,  and  always  confidcrcd  the 
Subjefts  of  England  as  2ifree  People.  It 
has  fallen  under  every  Body's  Obfervation, 
that  they  have  difcovcred  lefs  Violence 
and  Obftinacy  even  while  they  are  in  To- 
iz}er,  which  is  commonly  impatient  of 
Contradiction,  than  their  Adverfaries 
have  done  while  they  are  deftitute  of  it. 

Every  Engli^man  therefore,  in  pro- 
portion as  he  loves  his  Country,  will  dread 
to  fee  Power  and  Authority  lodged  mfjtch 
Hands  j  who,  while  no  more  than  pri-vate 
Men,  have  by  the  moft  unnjttal  and  daring 
Pradices  endangered  the  whole  Conftitu- 
tion.  Power  would  quite  intoxicate  Per- 
fons  who  are  already  fo  warm  and  out- 
rageous, and,  what  deferves  our  Notice,, 
fo  clofely  blended  with  thofe  who  were 
bred  up  in  Principles  of  Tyranny. 

The  Wifdom  of  the  Englijh  Nation 

will,  at  a  proper  Time,  effectually  diftin- 

guifh  thofe  who  have    always    approved 

thcmfelves  Friends  to  the  Liberty  of  their 
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Coiiiiti-y;  on  Y.'hom,  by  long  Experience 
We  find,  Power  has  had  no  other  Effcd, 
but  to  make  them  more  earned  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Conr.itution  :  Thoie,  who  with 
great  Trouble  and  Hazard  endeavoured  the 
Relief  of  thdr  Country  5  but  yet  fliewed 
themfelves  not  too  fond  of  their  own 
Scheme,  but  ga-oe  it  up  for  exer  to  the 
Opinion  of  others,  and  with  great  Con- 
defcenfion  yielded  cvai  to  the  Prejudices 
of  their  Countrymen. 

Thefc  Gentlemen  will  always  be  diftuv 
gulfiied  from  fach  as  oppcfed  the  Rdkf 
of  their  Country,  without  endeavouring 
to  mend  a  Scheme  offered  for  that  Pur- 
pcfe,  or  fropofing  any  other  in  its  Room  j 
who  with  a  Violence  highly  dangerous  to 
the  Publick,  broke  in  upon  the  CoiiftiUh 
iicn  and  tn-vaded  the  Rights  of  TaTlia- 
mnt,  who  have  effeaually  sheened  great 
and  acknowledge  Prauds,  and  given  a 
publick  Encouragement  to  Terjury  and 
Corruption  j  v/ho,  even  while  they  are 
out  of  Power,  and  courting  publick  Fa- 
vour, fo  far  difregard  the  unanitnous  SenCe 
of  the  Nation,  as  to  a6i  in  clofe  Cotmrt 
and  even   a-vci:.'  tlicir  CcnjunBim  v.lth 

THAT 
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THAT  Man,  who  has  effcclually  obtained 
the  uni-v erf al  Abhorrence  he  has  taken  io 
much  pains  to  deferve  j  one  that  will  teach 
them,  by  his  own  ftrong  Exa7nple,  to  de- 
fpife  the  Sentrments  of  the  '^People,  when 
he  reminds  them,  That,  after  he  had  rc- 
Iblved  by  one  cffciflual  Stroke  to  ruin  for 
ever  the  Trade  of  his  Country,  He  obfti- 
nately  purfued  his  dedrudive  Tlan  of 
Commerce  againft  the  Remondrances  of 
Friendsy  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the 
Teoplci  and  even  againft  the  declared 
Sz^Ai^  of  the  parliament  itfclf :  That,  not 
the  moft  general  and  tender  Sympathv 
from  every  Emlifo  Brcaft,  united  with 
the  Cries  of  Europe  could  draw  back 
his  cruel  and  relent! cfs  Hands,  from  en- 
flaving  and  then  murdering  the  poor 
faithful  Catalans,  afreeTeopUfWhom 
the  Sacred  Faith  of  the  Britifl  Nation 
was  folemnly  plighted  to  prefcrve  for 
ever  free. 

FINIS. 
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